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ESTABLISHED
1989
ONE OF 52 SOLID
WASTE DISTRICTS
IN OHIO
SERVES 41
COMMUNITIES
WITH A
POPULATION OF
1,276,447
$48 MILLION
(NET) REVENUE
BUDGET
115 EMPLOYEES
1,100-ACRE
CAMPUS
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A Message to the Community...
Dear Friends,
The Solid Waste Authority of Central Ohio (SWACO)
is leading a major transformation in the way our
community thinks about, and ultimately manages the
entire waste stream.
We have adopted new vision and mission statements,
and developed four strategic initiatives. They
underscore and support the important work we are
doing on behalf of the taxpayers and businesses
we serve. This report provides an update on our
progress in 2016.
As a result of nine comprehensive assessments,
SWACO is implementing new and improved
programming to reduce waste, increase waste
diversion, and spark innovations that generate value
for our community.

royalty payments from the sale of the landfill gas,
and in 2017, royalty payments are expected to exceed
that amount.
SWACO is working with organizations like Battelle
to identify new technologies to generate additional
economic benefit for the community.
As a community resource, SWACO is a stronger
organization today through greater efficiency, deeper
community relationships, and a solid commitment to
collaboration and results.
On behalf of the SWACO Board of Trustees and
SWACO employees, we would like to take this
opportunity to thank you for your continued support
and involvement.

The SWACO Board of Trustees recently adopted a
$48 million revenue budget for 2017. The budget
is fiscally responsible and provides the necessary
resources to move the organization forward.
Our publicly owned landfill is an asset, providing
residents and businesses with competitive waste
disposal rates while keeping the health, safety and
welfare of the community as top priorities.
In 2016, as part of the public-private partnership with
Aria Energy, SWACO received almost $2.7 million in

Kenneth N. Wilson,
Board Chair

Ty D. Marsh,
Executive Director

RECORD RECYCLING RATE
FOR FRANKLIN COUNTY
STRATEGIC PRIORITY

RECYCLE MORE
Increase the recovery of materials from the
communities’ solid waste stream

45%

34%

(up from 33%)
FRANKLIN COUNTY

CONSORTIUM PARTICIPATION
BENEFITS COMMUNITIES

CRIMES TASK FORCE HAS IMPACT
The Environmental Crimes Task
Force (ECTF) funded in part, and
administered by SWACO, is a model
for communities across the country.

Twenty-one communities currently participate in
SWACO assisted consortiums, and as a result pay
lower costs for better, more robust waste hauling and
recycling services. The SWACO program is a model
for other counties.

In 2016, twenty-two defendants
investigated by the Task Force
were convicted of pollution-related
crimes, collectively sentenced to

In 2016, SWACO led the service contract bid process
for Grove City, Urbancrest and Jackson Township. The
new contracts serve a combined 14,000 households
through 2020, and provide large 64-gallon reycling
carts to increase recycling capability. Early results
indicate that collection amounts have nearly doubled.

SWACO GRANTS SUPPORT
COMMUNITY WASTE DIVERSION
SWACO is working hard to make central Ohio a
leader by turning up the volume on issues involving
diversion and waste reduction, and providing
program grants to put it into action.
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A SWACO competitive grants program
provided $111,000 in funding to six local events,
three communities and four non-profits.

•
•
•

BREAD Festival
Columbus Arts Festival
Columbus Food Truck and
Cart Festival
Dublin Irish Festival
Green Columbus’ Earth Day
Event at Columbus Commons
Rock on the Range

To report a suspected case of illegal
dumping or littering, call 614-871-5322
or visit www.itsacrime.org.

521,308
lbs

Funding for diversion activities resulted in nearly
27 tons of event-generated waste being diverted
away from the landfill at the following events:

serve over 13 years in jail, required
to pay approximately $50,000 in fines
and restitution, and serve 160 hours
of community service conducting
cleanups in Franklin County.

2016 SWACO RECYCLING PROGRAM COLLECTIONS

Learn more about SWACO’s consortium opportunities
at www.SWACO.org and assist SWACO in increasing
recycling and diverting waste away from the landfill.

•
•
•

NATIONAL AVERAGE
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SIX GRANTS WERE AWARDED FOR THE
2016 TO 2017 AWARD CYCLE
OHIO HISTORY CONNECTION

MID OHIO FOODBANK

CENTRAL OHIO
AREA AGENCY ON AGING

$22,140

$10,860

$500

improve recycling
& education

divert edible food to
emergency feeding
network

education &
waste reduction
programs

$29,000

$21,564

develop Strategic
Zero Waste Plan

feature reuse &
recycling at outlet

improve existing
public & city recycling

$5,128

CITY OF BEXLEY

GOODWILL COLUMBUS

CITY OF WESTERVILLE

CONTAINER GLASS | 2.7%
METALS | 4.2%
WOOD | 5.4%
YARD/PET WASTE | 5.9%
TEXTILES | 8.0%
FOOD WASTE | 12.8%
OTHER | 14.2%
PLASTICS | 17.1%
FIBERS | 29.2%

WHAT’S IN OUR WASTE STREAM?

STRATEGIC PRIORITY

DISPOSE OF WASTE
Adopt a long-term plan that extends the life of the landfill to
exceed 30 years of capacity

EXTENDING THE LIFE OF THE LANDFILL

$2.7 MILLION
ANNUAL REVENUE FROM
SALE OF LANDFILL GAS
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The sanitary landfill is
an efficient, safe, healthy
operation that utilizes a
high degree of technology,
and is engineered to protect
the environment and human
health.
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In 2016, the groundwork for a new 38acre landfill cell, (Cell H4), was
constructed at the Franklin County
Sanitary Landfill. A cell is simply
a certain area within the
landfill for trash to be placed.
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WASTE
GENERATED IN
FRANKLIN COUNTY

2 MILLION
TONS
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Visit www.SWACO.org/BringMeBack
for recycling locations.

SWACO will reach out to the public in 2017 to review the
permit’s details and move towards conclusion of this
process.
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The educational campaign is the
result of a year-long process
in conjunction with the City of
Columbus, community groups,
associations, vendors and retailers.

51.5 YEARS IN LANDFILL LIFE

38-ACRE
NEW LANDFILL CELL

Potential Recycling
from Landfill Waste

70%

1.2
m

Since plastic grocery bags are 100%
recyclable and cannot be placed in
curbside recycling bins, residents
are encouraged to return their
plastic bags to participating local
retail locations, and when possible,
to use reusable shopping bags.

SWACO has been meeting with community partners and
landfill neighbors to discuss the plan to extend the life
of the Franklin County Sanitary Landfill. The proposed
extension gives the landfill a total disposal life of more
than 50 years, until the year 2068.
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In 2016, SWACO launched Bring Me
Back, an awareness and educational
program to support the reuse and
recycling of plastic bags at more
than 100 local retail sites.

283-ACRE
FRANKLIN COUNTY
SANITARY LANDFILL

POUNDS, PER PERSON, PER DAY
On average, 4 to 5 pounds of garbage is disposed
of by each resident, each day, based on one million
tons of waste disposed annually at the Franklin
County Sanitary Landfill.

1 lb
1 lb

1 lb

1 lb
1 lb

STRATEGIC PRIORITY

RATE STRUCTURE
Adopt a rate structure that sustains SWACO’s capital
and operating funding requirements

3

$

REDUCED TIPPING FEE RATE

REDUCTION IN
DISPOSAL RATE
PER TON

After a three-month process in 2016, including public
hearings on the new, proposed rate structure, a
formal action by the SWACO Board of Trustees has
been completed.
A new rate structure, a $3 reduction in rate per ton for
disposal, (also known as a tipping fee), went into effect
on April 1, 2017.

The new rate will allow the organization to sustain
current operations, maintain appropriate fund balance
reserves, and provide diversion programming to
benefit local residents, communities and businesses
in 2017.

For more information, visit www.SWACO.org.

STRATEGIC PRIORITY

COMMUNICATIONS
Enhance SWACO’S transparency and engagement with the community

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH
EXPANDS

SWACO’s
60-90 minute
landfill tour has
been noted as one
of three off-beat tours
by Columbus Monthly
magazine.

During 2016, SWACO hosted over 88
informational meetings, tours and
community events focused on engaging
stakeholders and becoming a better
resource for the community.
SWACO has updated the brand, improved
the information on the SWACO.org
website, initiated a series of electronic
communications, expanded social media,
and has outpaced the past with increased
engagement within the District.

In 2016, SWACO conducted tours for 2,214
visitors from schools and community
groups, and began offering general public
tours.
A new educational initiative will include
a searchable database where residents
can explore recycling opportunities, and
for the first time in recent years, SWACO
will create new assistance programs for
commercial businesses and multi-family
residential complexes.

Visit www.SWACO.org for all the details.

SWACO BOARD OF TRUSTEES

4239 London Groveport Road
Grove City, Ohio 43123
614-871-5100

PLEASE RECYCLE

Chair Ken Wilson, Franklin County Commissioners
Vice Chair Tracie Davies, City of Columbus
Stephen Bowshier, Jackson Township Trustee
Mike Frank, Mid-Ohio Foodbank
Patrick King, Stifel Nicolaus

 /SWACO.org

 @SWACOgreen

Joe Lombardi, City of Columbus
John O’Grady, Franklin County Commissioners
Susan Tilgner, Franklin County Health Department
Brian Will, Hexion, Inc.
Erik Janas, Franklin County Commissioners

 www.swaco.org

 info@swaco.org

